
stuYlos

o
/I AIHSIH runrord

NffiTHSV
N0lI0l.l U0lVlr,l M0N

OHVMII 3

iLt0LtlP.tO .i() 
':: : '

ptdy, ur s (i"g --

l"tcslLo) ili.i;: - '

.lDA Oi S.ri ir-) :-;

Sattlg tai:!." :.,'-

u()lrlsY PrE \\af .-

&il)il rth*

https://www.libris.ro/mickey7-edward-ashton-BRT9781837866274--p41871053.html


6

'Suqyey su.,t 1

pue '1oo; r;a1 lu Japun Surgtou se,/r\ aJer{l uaqr pue"'
"'ueql pue 'Surprus Jaquaual I 'peer{ s,da>1uour

E e{rl alurl E pa>lool }I 'lle.{\ qtnos eqt dn sralaru dgrql
tnoqe eJr aqt,o tno Surun[ replnoq e Suraas 'dn 3ur1oo1

reqruaruer 1 'Surlp,u rogtuetuar I 's>lJolq ecr 1o alqun[
uaIoJq e 3uole uzrrop SurqrurlJ reguaueJ I 'assBAeJJ

aqt ,o peeq oqr N fio au Surddorp otrafl requeuer I
'punos ;o staddrus pue saSeurr patJauuoJun dllsotu

-dreluaur8er! 
era,{roruaru dur;o salnulu A\a, lsET eql

lpeuaddeq IIeq aq] 1eqr16 :uonsan[
'eJer{ aru lq3norg a,r.eq

lsnru terlt Suruado patsnrr-eJr aqt Jo Surr 1ce1q aqt pue
ter8 lerlceds 'apd E ur ,ry\ou 3ur.,t,r.o13 'aru a,roqe regruer{J

aqt Jo JooJ aqr lno e>leru uEf, I ]sEel tE ]ng 'aas ot gonru

lou ilr1s s.aJaqI 'paJegur ot JaAo Surddrg puu dn Sur,lr8

dleut; eJoleq suotogd urnnceds-a1qrsr,r de4s ro; Surlunq
spuores a,r.r; 3uo1 E satse,^a rEInJo IW 'pr1q aq ilo.r\ sE

,(eru 1 tep {Jelq os ssau>lrep e ur 'roog auols q8nor e

uo >lJEq dru uo payra.erds ru(I pue 'OOrgZ lsed 1sn[ s,]1

'JeAe qteep lsaprdnls dur aq vNNoc sr srHI

L



MICKEYT

Son of a bitch. I wasn't looking where I was going.

I was staring up at that stupid monkey-head rock,
thinking about how I'd describe it to Nasha when I got

back to the dome, and I stepped into a hole.

Stupidest. Death. Ever.

A shiver runs the length of my body. The cold was bad

enough up top, when I was moving. Down here, though,
pressed against the bedrock, it's soaking into me, eating

through the skin suit and the two layers of thermals,

seeping down through hair and skin and muscle and

all the way into my'bones. I shiver again, and a sudden
jolt of pain runs from my left wrist up to my shoulder.

I look down. There's a bulge where there shouldn't be

one, pressing against the fabric just at the point where
my glove meets the sleeve of my outer thermal. I start
to pull off the glove, thinking that maybe the cold will
help keep the swelling down, but another jolt of pain

stops that experiment almost before it's started. Even
just trying to make a fist, the pain ramps up from bad to
blinding as soon as my fingers start to curl.

Must have banged it on something during the fall.
Broken? Maybe. Sprained? Definitely,

Pain means I'm still alive, right?
I sit up slowl5 shake my he ad clear, and blink to a comm

window. I'm too far out to pick up any of the colony
repeaters, but Berto must still be close, because I'm getting
just a hint of a signal. Not enough for voice or video, but I
canprobablymanage text. Myeye flickers to the keyboard
icon, which expands to fill a quarter of my field of view.

<Vlickey7>: Ber:to. Yc,.r qet : 'nr; Lh-i s ?

<RedHawk>: Affirmative. iiiiir a'rirr.;,

".1,i 
-.

EDWARD ASHTDN

<NlickeyT>: So far. f /rn stu-
<RedHawk>: No kidding. i .
happenecl . You walked T)-..1'r.-_

hole.
<MickeyT>: Yeah, I fiqurei -_.

<RedHawk>: Not a lltl_Ie :._
Mickey. A blg one. What- -_:

budCiz?
<Micke.v7>: I was lockrng a _

<RedHawk>: . . .

<MickevT>: Tt fooked like =
<RedHawk>: St-rrpidest ciea-_:
<MickeyT>: Yeah, we1I , c:r_ "
right? Speaking of whic:-,
you'.re comlng for me?
<RedHawk>: Uh. . .

<RedHawk>: No.
<MickeyT>: Se::lous iy?
<RedHawk>: Serious 1',,.
<MickeyT>:
<MickeyT>: Wi-ry not?
<RedHawk>: rrJeff , ntostiy i=-
howering two hundred me:=:
Ll e spot whe: e ycu i,{.,r t _ -

ncw/ and I'm stif 1 barei
you . You' re deep unde rg. _. -
friend, and we are deflr: '::
creepe- -err_LIory. lt ir.._
hell of an effor:t and a:r=
of persona-L rrsk- to ge-- .,
out-and I can' t j us ti f _v _:
r:isk for an Expendable, :
<MickeyT>: Oh " Rrght-.
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MICKEYT

<Micke.v7>: j'lot fcr a friend either,
huh'?
<RedHawk>: Come on / Mickey . Thai-' s
a cheap shot. Ir./ s not like yoli're
really dyrng or anything. I'il file
a oss rep. rl .-l y:u ;. l,er. - geu

back to l-he dome. Thrs rs f rne of
duty. Ther:e's no way Marshall wcn't
approve your regen. fou'.l1 be out
of the tank anci back r n vour bed
tomc-rrrow.
<MickeyT>: Oh, thatn s qreat.. I mean,
f ' m sur:e [hat' 1t be conven ient f cr
you. But in the rneantime, I have to
dre ln a hole.
<ltedflawk>: Yeah, tirat sucks .

<MickeyT>: Tha.t sucks? ReaLly? T'hat's
ali you've gcl?
<RedHarvk>: I'm sorry, MicV-ey, but
v;t'rat dc you want? I reel bad thac
you're about to dre down there, b'.r:
serlcLLSly, this 1s your job, r1-ght.?
<Mickey7>: f 'm. not even current-, you
know. f haven't upioaded in o-.rer a

month.
<Redllawk>: That. . . rs not mv fauit.
Don't worrl// thougir. I' ll fill you
in on whaL you'rre been up r-o. Got
any private si-uff you've done since
ycur le,,sL LrpLcad t-hat you think yc-ru

might need. to knol^r?
<lVlickey7>: Um. . .

<Micke--v7>: \ic, I guess not.

12
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<RedHawk>: reriecL. Ti_+:

afl set.
<MickeyT>:
<RedHawk>: Al-I good, Mrc<:'
<MickeyT>: Yeah. all qood. -
'1 

^r D^-+^IU L / LUI L V .

i blink away from the window, lean

the rock wall, and close my eyes. I can'r
chickenshit bastard's not coming for me.

Oh, who am I kidding? I can totally belrt
So. what next? Sit here and wait to die i I

hor,v far I tumbled down that borehole or .

whatever it was before I hit ground in tl..r
this is. It might have been twenty met-:
wa), Berto was talking, it might have beer
hundred. The opening I dropped through r

no more than three meters up. Even if I c,

though, there's no way I'm climbing rvith rr

In my line of work, you spend a lot oi u::
different ways to die-rvhen you're
experiencing them, that is. I've never lr,-

before. I've definitely thought about ir. ti-r,r

hard not to since we made landfall on rhri
ball of ice. It should be prettl, easl', re1;rrL,,

You get chill1,, fall asleep, and then don't ,,,..
I'm starting to drift, thinking that at le:.
won't be such a bad way to go, when mr , ,

blink to answer.

<Black [Iornet>: Hey babe .

<MickeyT>: Hey Nasha. Wha -- _

for you?

t3
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lv1 ICKEY/

<BlackHornet>: Just sit. i,iqht-. .I'rn Ln
-rn. -ja Lr.A --\;) I,,-j.-L:j.LII.- u,:! /

<Mickey7>: Ber:to p.lnged lu.cr-r'?

<Black Hornet>: Yeah. He ioesn' t- l-hank
you' re ret-i:iq:.,'abie .

<NlickeyT>: Bu i-'?

<BlackHornet>: He' : -;':-t :,ot proper ll'
moti-.zated.

You knou,, hope is a funny thing. T'hirt.v seconds ago I
was one hundred perceni snre I rvas about to die, anci i
'uvasn't really afraid. Now, tirough, mv heart is pounding
in my ears and I find rnyself running down a checklist
of everything rhat could go wrong if Nasha actually
manages to get her lifter on the ground up tlrere and

makes a rescue attempt. Is the floor: of the crevasse even

wide enough for her to set down? lf it is, w'iil she be able

to locatc me? If she does, will she have enough cable to
reach me?

If she does, what are the chances that all that activity
brings the creepers down on her?

Shit.

Shit shit shit.

I can't let her do it.

<Micke1,?>: Nasha?
<Black Hornet>: Yea.h?
<MickeyT>: tsert.o's right. l.'m not
retri evable.
<Black -tlornet>:
<MickeyT>: i.Jasira?
<BlackHornet>: Ycu srir:e about- t-his,
babe'?
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I close rny eyes again, and breathe in, bre,
jr-rst a trip to the tank, right?

<Micke1 7>: YealL, I/m sure. .

burreC deep here, and I'n :
badly banged r.rp. Honestl.,r,
ycu managed to get me baa:,
probably v,rind up scrappir:
an!'wa y .

<Black Hornet>:
<Black Hornet>: Okay, Micke.,' .

\,^l1r 
^-,1,1j\ u!

<Black Hornet>: You kriow f r,.;: --

come for you, right?
<Mickey7>: Yeah, Nasha. I <:

She goes silent, and I sit there watchinr
strength rising and falling. She's orbiting tr
She's trying to triangulate my signa[, trr.ir-tg

my location.
I need to end this.

<Micke1,7>: Go home, Nasha. -'
checkrng out now.
<Black Hornet>: Oh.
<Black Hornet>: Okay.
<BlackHornet>: How're you it..l
<MickeyT>: Do what?
<BlackHornet>: Shut down, -_-_:,

don't want you goang ou-, - _l
did. You got a weapon?
<MickeyT>: Nope. Lost my .c-:.
the way down. Honestly, _

T5
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N4ICKEYT

tfrlnk I'ci want l-o use one of il'io::e
r-hrngs on inyself anyvvay. i gLless lt
would be quick, b.rt
<Black Hornet>: \'eoh, thet' s probabI.T a

good cali. How abcut a knj fe? Cr an
ice ax?
<MiekeyT>: No, and nc. And what
exact 1y are Vou expectang me t.o clo

wiL-h an ic(r ax?
<Black Hornet>: I <1on' t know " Thelu ' re
sharp, r:rght? Maybe you couI,l r-hc,p

yo'lr self r:r i:-e helo- or .:r.ilcrh-:, 1.
<&IickeyT>: Look, Na.sha, T kncw you're
tr:yino l-o be nelpfu-l-, but-
<BlackHornet>: You couid Ius-- pop
tlrc. seals cn ycrur rel-.reat-her. Not
sure j,f the low 02 or: r-he hrgh CO

would gt:t- you first, br-lt erthe.r waV

rt sl-rouLdn't t-ak-e more than a few
mlnutes "

<Mickey7>: Yeah. f know i harzen't
trlecl rt, but sornei-it-riv i don't tnrnl<
s-Lcr,v suffccat-icil r.s my thrng.
<BlackHornet>: Sc what're vou gcnna
dc?
<Mickey7>: Freeze -r-.r dear-hr I guess,
<Black Hornet>: Yeah, tliat wo::ks .

PcaccI ri, "-91'L?
<Micke1,7>: r hope so.

Her signaI drvindles alrnost to nothing, tlrer-I hovers
just above zero. She must be hanging just at the edge of
transmrssron range.

'lE
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<BlackHornet>: F1ey. Ycu'i.e c,
r ight ?

<Mickey7>: Not for t-he las--
r^leeks.
<Black Hornet>: Why haven''.'
lrp j oading?

I really don't want to Siet into that partrci

right nolr,'.

<l\,Iickey7>: ,lust 1azy, I o-::
<Black Hornet>:
<Black flornet>: I'm so r:ry ai:'
babe. I reall-r,, am.
<BlackHornet>: Want tne to s--

-Li ne with you ?

<Micke-V7>: t'lo. Th:--s might --.

whi -1e, and :-f You go dcti:-
there, you don't get* to :-
rerLember? You should ge: :
tl-ie dome.
<BlackHornet>: You sure?
<Mickey?>: Yeah, I'm sure .

<Black Hornet>: .ve yo'-., r ''
i see Vol tomorrow, -'--
know that- you went dow:: '

tonlght.
<Mickey7>: Thanks, Na sha . -

t-oo.
<Black Hornet>: lo:cihye , ':- -' '

I blink the windor,v closed, and u'rr;
cornm signal dwindles the rest of the u .r',
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MICKEYT

Berto's aheady long out of range. I look up. The opening
is staring down at me like the devil's anus, and, backed
up or not, I'm suddenly not cool with dying. I give my
head another shake, and climb to my feer.

HERs's A THoUGHT experiment,for you: Imagine you found
out that when you go to sleep at night, you don't just go
to sleep. You die. You die, and someone else r,vakes up in
your place the next morning. He's got all your memories.
He's got all your hopes and dreams and fears and wishes.
He thinks he's you, and all your friends and loved ones

do too. He's not you, though, and you're not the guy
who went to sleep the night before. You've only existed
since this morning, and you will cease to exist when you
close your eyes tonight. Ask yourself-would it make
any practical difference in your life? Is there any way
that you could even tell?

Replace 'go to sleep' with 'get crushed, or vaporized, or
set on fire' and you've pretty much got my life. touble
in the reactor core? I'm on it. Need to test a sketchy
new vaccine? I'm your guy. Need to know if the bathtub
absinthe you cooked up is poisonous? I'll get a glass, you
bastards. If I die, you can always make another me.

The upside of all that dying is that I really am a shitty
kind of immortal. I don't just remember what Mickeyl
did. I remember being him. 'Well, all but the last few
minutes of being him, anyway. He-I-died after a hull
breach during transit. Mickey2 woke up a few hours later,
sure as shit that he was thirty-one years old and had been
born back on Midgard. And who knows? Maybe he was.
Maybe that was the original Mickey Barnes looking out
through his eyes. How could you tell? And maybe if I lie

EDWARD ASHTON

down on the floor of this cavern, close mv er

mr seals, l'll wake up tomorro\\' nlorning .t'

Somehow, though, I doubt it'
Nasha and Berto might not be able to tell th

but deep down on some level below reesor

sure I'd know I rvas dead.

-I'Hr.Rp.'s pREt'TY ti,tucu nothing in the wa1- ot '
photons dow'n here, but n-r1' ocular is plci

enough in the shortwave infrared to get a i'

As it turns out, there are a half-dozen tunnci'

of this chamber. AII of them slope dor,vnu'ar

That shouldn't be.

None of this should be, actuallY.

The tur-rnels look like lava tubes, but accr

orbrtal survev. there isn't supposed to be ar.

within a thottsand kilometers of here. Th.r:

reasons ',1'e picked this place for ,:ur first

even though it's far enough off the eqt,.

crappy climate of this stupid planet is .
tharr it has to be. I walk slowlv around .

of the chamber. All the tunnels look the .-

tubes about three meters in diarneter, gltlr',

a way that tells my conscious mind that the :

temperature gradient at lvork, aud at ll-
lets my subconscious know that thel' alL :
directly to hell. Icottnt six pxss5 from.l.-

That doesn't seem right either.

No time to worry about it, though. I picx

start walkiDg.
After a haif-hour or so, I start to \\'orrl,

should have tried to teli Nasha th:rt I r', -.
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MICKEYT

just sit there and fueeze to death after all. It would be
good if she knew not to let Berto file a loss report unril
and unless I actually die. The Union is pretty loose
about a lot of stuff, morality-wise, but some really bad
things happened in the early days of bio-printed bodies
and personality downloads, and at this point on most
colonies you're better off being a serial killer or a child
stealer than a multiple.

I pop open a comm window, but of course I'm getting
no signal here at all. Too much bedrock between me and
the surface. Probably for the best. I'm pretty sure the only
reason Nasha didn't force the issue on a rescue attempt is
that I gave her the impression that I was broken anyway.
If she knew I was up and walking around with nothing
worse than a headache and a sprained wrist, she might
swing back and try to come for me, whether I wanted it
or not.

I can't have that. Nasha's the only clearly good thing I
can point to from the past nine years of my life, and if she

went down because of me, I couldn't live with myself.
I couldn't, but I'd have to, wouldn't I? I can't die-not

and make it stick, aflyway.
In any case, I'm not sure she could find me even if she

wanted to at this point. It's like an ant farrn down here,
with cross-tunnels every dozen meters or so. I've tried
to pick the ones that looked more up than down, but
I don't think I'm having a lot of success, and I have no
idea what direction I'm headed.

On the plus side, though, I'm not shivering anymore.
I thought at first that I was going hypothermic, but
the infrared glow from the walls has been brightening
steadily, and I'm pretty sure now that it's getring warmer
the deeper I go. I'm actually starting to sweat a little.

Et-IWAR! ASHT!N

lThich is okai, for norv, I guess-but it's g,

I acturrlly do manage to find my way back to
It was negative ten C when I broke rhroue
covering the mouth of that drop shaft. Teml
night have been dipping to negative rhirn- or

the w.ind never srops. If I do find a wa]/ out.
a good idea to hang around inside until thc
back up.

I'l,r nrrDRsAr.lrNG ABour Nasha the first timt
skittering. It's like a bunch of little rocks runr
a granite face, except that it slarts and stop:
stops. I hurry on, and I don't look back. Ir's
me by now that these tunnels are not a nlltura,
I don't know what kind of burrowing aninra.
meter-wide tunnels through s<tlid rock, but u r

I'm pretty sure I don't want to meet one.
As I press on. the noises come more ofren.

I find myself walking faster and fasreq unrl
running. I've just passed a cross-tunnel rr h,

that I can't tell if the noises I'm hearing are ;,
behind me or in front of me. I pull up shorr. :
around.

And there it is, almost close enough to ro'.1-:

It looks generally like a creeper, w,hich I :
sense: segmented body, one pair of legs to a si!
sharp claws for feet. The mandibles are diire:;
Creepers have one pair on their front segmer:
has trvo: a slightly longer pair held parallel r,
and a shorter pair held perpendicular ro rhc >.

creeper, it has a short, dextrous pair of feedrr.
the mandibles, and a round, toothy mau-.
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